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Medicinal amulet

This amulet consists of an agate set in a silver or white metal armature. The agate is cut longitudinally in two halves. The armature is hinged, allowing the amulet to be opened like a box. In the two halves of the agate cavities have been cut in which drugs could be inserted. A sheet of metal between the two halves prevented the different drugs to come in contact with each other.

Amulets like this were worn as protection against contagious diseases, like the plague. The semi-precious stone agate was already considered to have fever- and disease averting qualities by the ancient Greeks and Romans. Allegedly it is most effective on persons born under the sign of Gemini. The agate in this amulet is red and heart-shaped, and it has been decorated with incised ornamental bands and a cruciform motive.
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